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Reviews 

In a larger group of letters, representing the fuller develop- 
ment of the man, they would have found their place. 
William Vaughn Moody was a conscientious artist, 
scrupulously exacting and reserved, deliberately refusing 
to give anything but the best of himself to the public. 
The most inspiriting phase of this volume is found in 
the letter to Mr. Henry Miller protesting against a cer- 
tain deterioration in the stage presentation of The Great 
Divide, and in the note supplied by Mr. Mason of the 
author's refusal, for artistic reasons, to allow the noveliza- 
tion of the successful play — a refusal estimated modestly 
at a cost of from twenty-five to fifty thousand dollars. 
To how many American authors would not such a refusal 
seem quixotic and extreme? Or how many English 
authors would have resisted the temptation? It is by 
such an action that one may measure the strength of the 
man, and refute the European belief in the complete 
commercialism of American letters. A. C. H. 

A WORD FROM MR. YEATS 

The following letter to the editor of Poetry explains 

itself: 

When I got the very unexpected letter with the prize of £50, my 
first emotion was how much it would have meant to me even ten years 
ago; and then I thought surely there must be some young American 
writer today to whom it would mean a great deal, not only in practical 
help, but in encouragement. I want you therefore not to think that 
I am in any way ungrateful to you, or in any way anxious to put myself 
into a different category to your other contributors because I send 
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back to you £40. I will keep £10, and with that I will get Mr. Sturge 
Moore to make me a book-plate, and so shall have a permanent memory 
of your generous magazine. I vacillated a good deal until I thought 
of this solution, for it seemed to me so ungracious to refuse; but if I 
had accepted I should have been bothered by the image of some unknown 
needy young man in a garret. Yours sincerely, 

W. B. Yeats. 

In another letter Mr. Yeats says: 

I want to make a suggestion which you need not follow in any way. 
Why not give the £40 to Ezra Pound ? I suggest him to you because, 
although I do not really like with my whole soul the metrical experi- 
ments he has made for you, I think those experiments show a vigorous 
imaginative mind. He is certainly a creative personality of some 
sort, though it is too soon yet to say of what sort. His experiments 
are perhaps errors, I am not certain; but I would always sooner give 
the laurel to vigorous errors than to any orthodoxy not inspired. 

I would like to say, however, that I have liked other work in your 
magazines; I remember finding one number particularly charming. 
But I think one is always safest if one selects a personality. Of course 
there may be other men equally creative, but then you see I am in 
ignorance, and that is precisely why I feel I can only suggest to you 
a little timidly: not to put my judgment before yours, but because I 
may help you out of a difficulty. 

The prize having been awarded to Mr. Yeats, the 
editor of Poetry accepts as final his suggestion as to 
the disposition of the portion of it which he returns. 
And she does this with the more pleasure as it enables 
her to acknowledge her high appreciation not only of 
Mr. Pound's poetry, but also of his disinterested and 
valuable service as Foreign Correspondent of the maga- 
zine. 
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